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[bookmark: _Toc140669451]About this research
Respondents in the all-student termly Summer Survey 2022/23 were asked a series of questions about accommodation preference, as commissioned by the 2022/23 Community Officer. This aimed to understand what is important to students when choosing accommodation as well as the accommodation types they prefer, to inform the Students’ Union’s and University’s perspective on the Student Living Strategy. This section of the survey was asked to those renting accommodation as a student in the next academic year 2023/24 (either planning to rent or having already signed a house contract). As questions were asked to current students, the answers naturally exclude those moving to university for the first time. It is largely known that most first-time students move into halls (largely University-owned), meaning there was not a need to explore this further. 
There was a sample size of 156 respondents in the survey who needed accommodation as a student in the next academic year (out of 318 who answered the Summer Survey). Due to low sample size, the margin of error for this section is relatively high (about +- 8%), meaning that results should be interpreted with caution.
[bookmark: _Toc140669452]Accommodation preference
Students were asked: Please rank your accommodation preference for the next academic year.
Results suggest that most respondents have a clear preference for living in rented private housing, with this being the first choice for 75% of respondents (n=88). Living in a rented private flat was the most popular second choice, with 59% of respondents (n=70) ranking this second. University-owned accommodation was first choice for 8% of respondents (n=9), and private halls were first choice for only 7% of respondents (n=8).

[bookmark: _Toc140669453]Chart 1: Please rank your accommodation preference for the next academic year

[bookmark: _Toc140669454]Reasons for preference
Students were asked to explain the reasons for their preferences. Responses have been coded against the respondents first choices[footnoteRef:1]. Results are as follows[footnoteRef:2]: [1:  Reponses with multiple statements have been coded more than once meaning some individuals account for more than one code.]  [2:  Where codes have a count above one, they will be reported.] 

· For students who ranked living in a rented private house first, the most common reasons were that they want to choose who they live with (n=26/96), and they felt that private housing is more affordable than other accommodation types (n=10/96). Other common reasons included feeling that private houses enable more independence (n=8/96), not wanting to live in university-owned accommodation (n=7/96) and preferring to live off campus (n=4/96). It was felt by some respondents that living off-campus would be quieter, and that university-accommodation is primarily for first-year students.
· For students who selected a private rented flat as their preference, this was because they perceived it as being more affordable (n=3/18), they wanted to live with a small number of other people (n=2/18), and they preferred to have their own space (n=2/18).
· For those who had University-owned accommodation as their first choice, it was also felt to be more affordable (n=4/9), and they wanted easier access to campus (n=2/9). 
· For those who ranked private halls as their first choice, the most common reasons included: wanting bills-included accommodation (n=2/13), private halls being more affordable (n=2/13), and respondents already living in a private hall (n=2/13).
In all cases, students seem to value what is more affordable to them. While there are clearly different perspectives on the accommodation types that students find affordable, the price of accommodation can depend on other factors, for example if an individual wants to live alone then a private flat may be cheaper than a house. Primarily, this suggests that different types of affordable accommodation should be accessible to students, although there should be a focus on affordable rented housing.
[bookmark: _Toc140669455]What do students value when looking for accommodation?
Students were asked: How important do you consider the following factors when looking for accommodation as a student?

[bookmark: _Toc140669456]Chart 2: How important do you consider the following factors when looking for accommodation as a student?: Amenities, qualities, and other considerations[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Options in the table on the x axis have been shortened for formatting purposes. The full wording of questions can be made available upon request.de available upon request.] 

Findings were as follows:
· Affordability of accommodation (72%, n=111) and being able to choose housemates (53%, n=81) is essential to most respondents.
· Most respondents found the following to be important or essential: ‘Affordability’ (93%), ‘’Good reputation of landlord / provider’ (87%), ‘Being able to choose the housemates you live with’ (81%), ‘Choosing the number of people you will be living with’ (81%), ‘Accreditation scheme approval’ (73%), ‘Living independently 'in a real home' (69%), and ‘Utility bills included in rental price’ (61%).
· Very few respondents deemed it essential (8%, n=12) or important (21%, n=31) to live in a building designed for students.
Some of the criteria that most students consider either essential or important (such as being able to choose housemates) is more commonly associated with private rentals. Additionally, some of the criteria more likely to be deemed not important than others (such as living in a building designed for students) is more commonly associated with halls. This perhaps reflects why private rented houses are more popular choices for respondents.
In terms of location criteria, findings were as follows:

[bookmark: _Toc140669457]Chart 3: How important do you consider the following factors when looking for accommodation as a student?: Location 
· There were no singular location criteria essential to the majority of students. However, the location criteria most commonly deemed essential is ‘Access to bus routes/transport links’ (40%, n=61), followed by ‘Closeness to where I study’ (39%, n=60). This suggests new accommodation for students should aim to be close to transport links, and to campuses or other popular study areas where possible.
· ‘Closeness to where I study’ (90%), ‘Access to local amenities’ (82%), ‘Access to bus routes/transport links’ (81%), ‘A reputation for low levels of crime’ (67%), and ‘Closeness to a town centre’ (59%) are all either important or essential to most respondents. It is likely that these criteria are traded-off in practice, for example students may be less likely to find closeness to a town centre important if they have good transport links.
· Only 13% (n=20) deem ‘living in an area popular with students’ essential criteria, and an even smaller percentage (6%, n=9) deem on-site facilities such as bars essential.  Most do not deem either criteria essential or important. These are characteristics more commonly associated with halls, perhaps reflecting that university and private owned halls were both the least popular choices.


[bookmark: _Toc140669458]Conclusion
Overall, most students ranked private housing as their first choice for accommodation, and essential criteria for most students were affordability and the ability to choose housemates. Findings therefore suggest that the Student Living Strategy should focus on students having access to affordable rented houses where possible. However, there should also be room for a variety of affordable accommodation types to suit individual needs and preferences, particularly for those who want to live alone or with a smaller number of people. The following factors are also either important or essential to some students and should therefore be considered and prioritised accordingly when planning accommodation for students:  
	Criteria
	Percentage who said this was essential or important to them

	Affordability of accommodation
	93%

	Closeness to where I study
	90%

	Good reputation of landlord / provider
	87%

	Access to local amenities - shops, bars, restaurants
	82%

	Access to bus routes/transport links
	81%

	Being able to choose the housemates you live with
	81%

	Choosing the number of people you will be living with
	81%

	Accreditation scheme approval (ensuring basic safety and security standards)
	73%

	Living independently 'in a real home'
	69%

	The area has a reputation for low levels of crime
	67%

	Utility bills included in rental price
	61%

	Closeness to a town centre (e.g. Beeston, Nottingham, West Bridgford)
	59%

	Living in an area popular with students
	43%

	Living in a building designed for students
	28%

	On‐site facilities (bar, gym, shop)
	27%



[bookmark: _Toc140669459]Table A: Criteria considered important or essential by students when choosing accommodation. 
Other	1st 	2nd	3rd	4th	5th	0	0	0.13559322033898305	0.1440677966101695	0.72033898305084743	Rented private flat	1st 	2nd	3rd	4th	5th	0.11016949152542373	0.59322033898305082	0.1440677966101695	0.1440677966101695	8.4745762711864406E-3	University owned accommodation (e.g. halls of residence)	1st 	2nd	3rd	4th	5th	7.6271186440677971E-2	0.21186440677966101	0.21186440677966101	0.32203389830508472	0.17796610169491525	Private halls (not University-owned)	1st 	2nd	3rd	4th	5th	6.7796610169491525E-2	6.7796610169491525E-2	0.4576271186440678	0.32203389830508472	8.4745762711864403E-2	Rented private house	1st 	2nd	3rd	4th	5th	0.74576271186440679	0.1271186440677966	5.0847457627118647E-2	6.7796610169491525E-2	8.4745762711864406E-3	



Essential	Affordability	Choose housemates	Chose number of housemates	Good reputation of landlord / provider	Living independently 'in a real home'	Accreditation scheme approval	Utility bills included	Living in a building designed for students	0.71612903225806457	0.53289473684210531	0.45454545454545453	0.36184210526315791	0.30921052631578949	0.31788079470198677	0.26143790849673204	7.9470198675496692E-2	Important to me	Affordability	Choose housemates	Chose number of housemates	Good reputation of landlord / provider	Living independently 'in a real home'	Accreditation scheme approval	Utility bills included	Living in a building designed for students	0.2129032258064516	0.27631578947368424	0.35064935064935066	0.50657894736842102	0.38157894736842107	0.41059602649006621	0.35294117647058826	0.20529801324503311	Nice to have	Affordability	Choose housemates	Chose number of housemates	Good reputation of landlord / provider	Living independently 'in a real home'	Accreditation scheme approval	Utility bills included	Living in a building designed for students	6.4516129032258063E-2	0.16447368421052633	0.14285714285714285	0.11842105263157894	0.23684210526315788	0.25827814569536423	0.30065359477124182	0.3443708609271523	Not important at all	Affordability	Choose housemates	Chose number of housemates	Good reputation of landlord / provider	Living independently 'in a real home'	Accreditation scheme approval	Utility bills included	Living in a building designed for students	6.4516129032258064E-3	2.6315789473684209E-2	5.1948051948051951E-2	1.3157894736842105E-2	7.2368421052631582E-2	1.3245033112582781E-2	8.4967320261437912E-2	0.37086092715231789	



Essential	Access to transport	Closeness to where I study	Access to local amenities	Closeness to a town centre	A reputation for low levels of crime	Living in an area popular with students	On‐site facilities	0.39610389610389612	0.38961038961038963	0.32903225806451614	0.24342105263157895	0.22222222222222221	0.13333333333333333	0.06	Important to me	Access to transport	Closeness to where I study	Access to local amenities	Closeness to a town centre	A reputation for low levels of crime	Living in an area popular with students	On‐site facilities	0.41558441558441561	0.51298701298701299	0.49032258064516127	0.34210526315789475	0.44444444444444442	0.3	0.20666666666666667	Nice to have	Access to transport	Closeness to where I study	Access to local amenities	Closeness to a town centre	A reputation for low levels of crime	Living in an area popular with students	On‐site facilities	0.17532467532467533	9.0909090909090912E-2	0.17419354838709677	0.36184210526315791	0.30718954248366015	0.33333333333333331	0.32666666666666666	Not important at all	Access to transport	Closeness to where I study	Access to local amenities	Closeness to a town centre	A reputation for low levels of crime	Living in an area popular with students	On‐site facilities	1.2987012987012988E-2	6.4935064935064939E-3	6.4516129032258064E-3	5.2631578947368418E-2	2.6143790849673203E-2	0.23333333333333334	0.40666666666666668	
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